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Principles From the Precipice

Jesus was baptized by John the baptizer, had gone into
the wilderness to fast for 40 days and be tempted by
Satan (Luke 3:21). He then returned to His hometown,
Nazareth (Luke 4:15-16). He was now about thirty years
of age and had lived in that town since returning from
Egypt as a young child (Matthew 2:13-23; Luke 3:23). He
went to the synagogue as was His custom (Luke 4:16),
where He had worshipped all His life. But this visit was
different. He read from Isaiah 61:1-3 and said that this
passage was fulfilled that day (Luke 4:21). “And all were
speaking well of Him, and wondering at the gracious
words which were falling from His lips” (Luke 4:22). When
He went on to mention two Gentile people, “all the people
in the synagogue were filled with rage as they heard these
things; and they got up and drove Him out of the city, and
led Him to the brow of the hill on which their city had been
built, in order to throw Him down the cliff’ (Luke 4:28-29).
We can learn many lessons from what Jesus experienced
that day.

First, Jesus understands our situation when we try to
deal with fickle people. “Fickle” means to change one’s
mind quickly. That is what happened to Him. They were
praising Him one minute and the next, they were trying to
kill Him. We should not be shocked when those we are
trying to teach go from loving what we say to hating us for
what we say.

Second, Jesus understands our situation when people
accept what we say until we say something that goes
against what they believe. They were all for Him when His
teaching agreed with their belief. But, they were angered
when He supported what they were against. That is the
nature of those who do not love truth. Prejudice can keep
people from seeing truth. Preconceived ideas can be
stronger than truth one has not heard before. That which
is old is sometimes believed, even when shown to be
incorrect. Many don't like information that challenges their
core values or the core values of their parents, or their
denominational teachings. Truth seekers need to
evaluate everything they hear against what the Bible says
(Acts 17:11). Truth seekers must be willing to give up

error, no matter how long they have held it nor who else
holds it.

Third, Jesus understands our situation when we are
rejected because He was rejected. No one likes to be
rejected. Rejection is one of the most damaging emotional
feelings one can experience. That is the reason many will
not talk to others about important truth; they are afraid of
being rejected. Jesus was hurt by rejection just like we are
hurt by rejection. Remember, this was the “church” he had
attended ever since He was a young boy. They did not
just reject His ideas, but they were willing to reject Him to
the point of killing Him.

Fourth, Jesus understands our situation when we are
rejected by family because He was rejected by His family.
No doubt His brothers were part of that synagogue.
Remember, Jesus’ own brothers did not believe that He
was the Messiah (John 7:5; Matthew 13:55). The Old
Testament taught that anyone who blasphemed was to be
killed. All the people in the synagogue turned against Him
that day and tried to throw Him over the cliff. This would
have included his brothers. Many Christians have
experienced rejection from their own family because they
have become Christians and rejected what the family had
believed for a long time. Jesus knew what it was like to
have family reject Him. Later Jesus taught on this subject.
He said, “Do not think that | came to bring peace on the
earth; | did not come to bring peace, but a sword. For |
came to set a man against his father, and a daughter
against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her
mother-in-law; and a man’s enemies will be the members
of his household. He who loves father or mother, more
than Me is not worthy of Me; and he who loves son or
daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me” (Matthew
10:34-37). Jesus did not mean that He wants the “sword”
more than peace, but He is not willing to have peace at
the sacrifice of truth.

Fifth, Jesus understands when we have to escape for
our own safety. When they were about to throw Him over
the cliff He escaped (Luke 4:30). He needed to teach
others before He died. Sometimes, it is necessary for
Christians to escape from those who would kill them so
that they can teach others who will listen.



November 1, 2026

Sunday Morning
Opening Prayer
Closing Prayer

Tim Hester
Jon Dyke
Scripture Reading Joseph Tucker
Sunday Evening
Opening Prayer
Closing Prayer

Payton Payne
Rhyan Dishroom

Remember in prayer:
Caden Hackney (heart problems).
Lee Nix (heart procedure Nov. 2)

Tim Hester (surgery scheduled for Nov. 10).

Rick Davison, Amanda Fletcher, Don Duncan, Joan
and Steve Henry, Ayla Alexander, Jill Spears, Wally
Booker, Joe Chambers, Bill and Billie Nolen.

Oak View Nursing Home: Betty Floyd

Our Fall Festival will be this Saturday November
7th at the residence of Justin and Meghan Glaze.
Please check the list on the bulletin board.

Our monthly Fellowship Meal will be today after
our morning services, then our 1:00 pm Kids Sing
and Singing and Devotional.

Worship Assignments for November
Announcements: Tim York
Lord’s Table:
WK 1-3 Steve Fletcher
WK 4-5 Justin Glaze
Serving: Rhyan Dishroom, Ken Anderson, Payton
Payne

Tim York will preach next Sunday night.

The November Fifth Sunday Excess
Contribution will be sent to Tennessee Children’s
Home.

Record for the week of October 25, 2026:
10am 11am 5pm Wed Contribution
89 79 70 76 $3553.00

Scriptural Adaptation

There is a strange experience that takes place within
our minds that allows our senses to become numb to the
things around us. For example, if you place your hand on
a table you will initially notice that your hand is touching
something (revolutionary observation, | know). Though,
over the course of a few moments of leaving your hand
on the table, your mind will numb its senses of touch to
that table and you will no longer feel that table as strongly
as you did when you first touched it. This is called
“sensory adaptation.”

| believe many experience the same in their
awareness of scripture’s presence. In 2 Kings 22, we read
of Hilkiah finding the book of the Law in the temple. The
people of Israel had become so complacent in their
history that they drifted from the very words of the Lord
and His law eventually found its way to a desolate place
in the temple. Despite God’s involvement, revelation,
discipline, and encouragement, the people had forgotten
about His divinely inspired words.

There have been times where | hear a quote from
Philippians 4, or John 3, or Genesis 1, and | think to
myself “oh | know what that says.” Itis only when | actually
read those sections of scripture that | amazingly find
things | had never seen. In that same thought, I've read
the sermon on the mount at least 100 times in my studies.
Yet, every time | reread it; | find something new that |
didn’t see before. This collection we call the “bible” is
unlike any other form of literature in the world. | should
never become woefully adapted to scripture to the point
that | fail to study it on the basis of “already knowing it.”

In an effort to ignite our zeal for genuine and intense
Bible study, | would encourage you to read scripture as if
it's the first time you've read it. King Josiah knew of God’s
Word by tradition, but upon reading it through fresh eyes
it invoked incredible action (2 Kings 22:11). When we
become “scripturally adapted” we fail to recognize the
awe of God’'s Word and the transformative power it
wields.

Tyler King

Elders:
Steve Fletcher, Hugh Glaze, Dan Logan, Tim York

Deacons:

Justin Glaze: Technology and Emergency Response
Carter Logan: Fellowship Room/Youth Activities
Adam Morgan: Song Leading/Safety and Security
Jerry Reaves: Worship Assignments/Building and
Grounds

Minister: Hugh Glaze
Song Leader: Adam Morgan



